Consonant Chart 

It is sometimes convenient in studying Haida 
to group the consonants in a chart form, so that 
the underlying relationships between the sounds 
may be clearly seen. Sometimes in the following 
grammatical discussion it will be useful to refer 
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to these relationships, so for reference the 
consonant chart is given below. Note especially 
the division of consonants into types by (1) 
where they are made in the mouth and (2) how 
their sound is produced. 
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ch is used at the beginning of a syllable, and 

ts at the end of a syllable. 
2 
- is used after a stop consonant, and ' is used 

elsewhere. 



18 



19 



Vowels 

There are seven vowels in the Haida language: 
^> ££' ^> ii> Ai> ii» iiM* ^^ these, six form a 
regular pattern of long and short vowels: 
short long 

a aa 

i ii 

u uu 

The odd vowel e± is mostly of recent origin. 
In one special case it occurs short: the word 
geih 'no!' is pronounced with a short e^ sound as 
in the English word 'get'. This is because 
all long vowels become short before h. 

The long vowels have a faiirly constant 
value: aa as English a in 'father', i^ as 
English i^ in Vnachine', and uu as English u in 
'flute'. The short vowels, especially a., are 
more indistinct in some cases, and there is 
often more than one possible way to interpret 
the sounds you hear. We will go into greater 
detail on this after considering the consonants 
of Haida. 
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